MINUTES of a meeting of GREAT PAXTON PARISH COUNCIL held on Monday 20th January 2020 at 
Great Paxton School, Mount Pleasant, Great Paxton.

PRESENT: Councillors W Bond (Chairman), G Addison, P Goodyer, Mrs J Peters, S Peters and R Widdowson.
IN ATTENDANCE: District Councillor R J West and four Members of the public.

           1.       APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

  An apology for absence from the meeting was received on behalf of Parish Councillor Mrs J Addison.

  There were no declarations of interests nor requests for dispensation.  
 2.       COMMENTS AND OBSERVATIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC & DISTRICT COUNCILLOR
            District Councillor R J West
                     Councillor West confirmed that Councillor Ryan Fuller had recently been elected Executive Leader of Huntingdonshire District Council to replace Councillor Graham Bull had who stepped down from the post.  Councillor West updated the meeting on his  roles and responsibilities at the District Council and reported that he would continue to serve as Chairman of the Council and of the Employment Committee until May and as a member of the Corporate Governance  and Licencing & Protection Committees and Hinchingbrooke Countryside Group for the same period.   The District Council was now focussing on its budget preparations for 2020/21. This would be discussed at a meeting held on 26th February when all Councillors would be asked to indicate by recorded vote whether they wished to adopt or reject the recommended budget.  

                     Although equally disappointed at the response to the Dementia Friendly Event in the Parish, Councillor West indicated his willingness to support any action that the Council might wish to take in the future in this respect.   Lastly, Councillor West welcomed the news that the Mobile Post Office was now visiting the village every Tuesday afternoon.  
Observations from the Public
Following on, it was reported that the Mobile Post Office had been well supported during its first visit on 14th January, that the staff had been very helpful and that it had offered a bank function and even some limited stationery supply.  The key was to publicise the visits as widely as possible to ensure that the service was successful and continued to visit.  
A resident expressed appreciation for the visit of the ‘Dragon Patch Machine’ and the work undertaken to repair potholes in London Lane.
          3.       MINUTES
The Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 25th November 2019 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.  
          4.        PLANNING MATTERS: UPDATE ON RECENT APPLICATIONS 

i Application No: 19/02031/HHFUL - 2 storey extension, 34 Rectory Close: Application approved by the District Council on 2nd December 2019.
ii Application No: 19/02111 - Works to Tree T3 Cedar, dead wooding and pruning of lower branches overhanging neighbours’ fence, 22 London Lane: As this application had been outstanding for some time, Councillor West undertook to check its progress with the District Council.
iii Application No: 19/00959/FUL – Redevelopment to provide 4 x 4-bed semi-detached dwellings and 1x5-bed detached dwelling (use class C3 dwelling houses) with associated accesses, landscaping and demolition of existing buildings. Provision of parking spaces to serve adjacent dwelling no. 76 High Street, 74 High Street.  Application approved by the District Council on 18th December 2019.
iv Application No: 19/02189/HHFUL - First Floor side extension with car port below – Rear single storey extension, 2 Trinity Close.  It was noted that this application had been refused by the District Council on 9th January 2020.  The Decision Notice had been circulated to Councillors. 

It was noted that a new application had been received by the Parish Council that day and would be circulated to Councillors for comments outside the meeting. This related to a single storey rear and front extension at 22 Towgood Way.
         5.        LHI APPLICATION: FEASIBILITY STUDY
Councillors were reminded that the Parish Council had previously agreed to apply to the County Council for funding towards a scheme for ‘Priority Narrowing’ measures at each end of the High Street under the Local Highways Improvements Process 2020/21 (July 2019 meeting).  A copy of the Project Feasibility Summary had now been received and circulated to Councillors.  Having been advised that the project was now estimated to cost £15,873.15 and reminded that the Parish Council had offered to contribute the sum of £3,500 towards its completion, provision for which had been allocated in the budget for 2020/21, it was  
          RESOLVED
a. that the 2020/21 LHI Project Feasibility Summary be formally endorsed and the Parish Council’s contribution towards the estimated cost of the scheme be reaffirmed; and

b. that Councillor Mrs Jill Peters be nominated to represent the Parish Council at the Huntingdonshire Panel on 3rd February 2020 (with Councillor Paul Goodyer on standby as reserve).
[Noted that County Councillor Mrs Julie Wisson had offered to accompany Councillor Mrs Peters to the Panel meeting.]

         6.        STREET LIGHTING ENERGY  
             Further to Minute No 6 of the meeting held on 25th November and by way of a report by the Clerk (a copy of which had been circulated in advance), Councillors considered the responses received from energy suppliers for street lighting in the Parish.   Having also been advised of the response received from ESPO (Total Gas & Power) and been apprised of the benefits of remaining within a Framework Agreement, at least until 30th September 2020, it was 
             RESOLVED
             that Street Lighting Energy continue to be supplied to Great Paxton Parish by Total Gas & Power under the ESPO Framework until 30th September 2020 when a decision to commit to the supplier for a further period can be re assessed.
         7.        LOCAL ELECTRICITY BILL
                     It was reported that ‘Power for People’, organisers of a campaign to introduce a Local Electricity Bill had requested the Parish Council to indicate its support for the Bill by adopting a formal resolution.  After discussion, it was 
                     RESOLVED 

i that Great Paxton Parish Council notes that the Local Electricity Bill - 
· ‘aims to address the current situation, whereby the very large financial setup and running costs involved in selling locally generated renewable electricity to local customers result in it being impossible for local renewable electricity generators to do so;

· if made law, would make these financial costs proportionate to the scale of a renewable electricity supplier’s operation and therefore empower Councils, together with their communities, to sell locally generated renewable electricity directly to local people, businesses and organisations; and

· would result in Councils or community organisations that set up local renewable electricity companies receiving revenues that could be used to help fund local greenhouse gas emissions reduction measures and to help improve local services and facilities’;

ii  that the Parish Council supports the Local Electricity Bill, supported by a cross-party group of 115 MPs during the 2017-19 Parliamentary session; and
iii  that the Parish Council agrees to write to the organisers of the campaign for the Bill, Power for People, expressing its support.
          8.     DEMENTIA FRIENDLY COMMUNITY EVENT: FEEDBACK & FUTURE ACTION?
Councillor Goodyer reported to the meeting on the Dementia Friendly Community (DFC) Event held on 12th November.  Although attendance was disappointing, the presentation was successful in raising general awareness of the impact of the disease and the importance of patience when responding to sufferers within a community.   Councillor Goodyer suggested that DFC should become a regular item on the Council’s agenda to enable Councillors to continue to review, support and take action to encourage the community to adopt some of the practical measures described at the Event.  
Having questioned how they might begin to spread the word, Councillors agreed that it might be helpful to re contact Fiona Wynde, Dementia Friendly Officer for the Alzheimer’s Society to ask whether ‘introductory packs’ could be sent to the Primary School and PCC.  Ahead of this, the Clerk was requested to write to the Primary School and to the PCC to raise their awareness of the simple practical measures that both could take in their respective buildings in respect of choice of doormats, colours and signs.  
          9.     UPDATES
a. Reallocation of Responsibilities: Saxon Green Inspections & Cycle Path: Item deferred. Await confirmation of Councillor Hannah Sims intentions at the next meeting. 

b. Huntingdonshire Local Plan to 2036 and Local Plan Workshops: Wednesday 29th January at 7pm in the Civic Suite, Huntingdon – Councillor Mrs Jill Peters nominated to attend.
c. Pensions Regulator: Noted that the Parish Council, as an employer, had completed a re declaration of compliance with The Pensions Regulator under The Pensions Act 2008.
d. Cycle Path Update: In the absence of Councillor Hannah Sims, there was no further update.  
e. Mobile Post Office: Councillors welcomed the report that the mobile post office had visited Great Paxton for the first time on 14th January and would return regularly every Tuesday between 2-4pm.
f. Disabled Access: CCC Response – Having revisited the options presented by the County Council to help resolve the difficult access issues at Brookside/High Street and whilst suggesting that a meeting on site with the Highways Officer might be the next step, Councillor Goodyer was of the view that it would be prudent to discuss this first with the family concerned before making any further arrangements.
g. Operation London Bridge: Having reviewed the Policy adopted by the Council in November 2019 in the light of that approved by Little Paxton Parish Council and feedback received from the PPC and Reverend Annette Reed, it was 
RESOLVED

                               that a ‘Book of Condolence’ be purchased on behalf of the Parish Council and placed in the Community Shop, when appropriate, with the Council’s Policy amended accordingly.
h. Speed Watch Update: It was reported that 30 Speed watch sessions had been completed across four sites in the village in 2019. 9225 vehicles had been monitored during these sessions of which 2078 had exceeded the 30mph speed limit.  545 had exceeded a speed of 35mph and were reported to the police. The average speed of vehicles was 37.28mph and the highest speed recorded during 2019 was 57mph.
i. Community Shop:  On behalf of the Community Shop Committee, Councillor Widdowson reported that the Shop had experienced very successful Christmas trading which had raised sale income to around £8000.   Inspired by publicity and promotions, this outcome had re energised the project such it was now the task to keep the shelves stocked (over 483 items currently), to continue the popular vegetables offer and to manage scrappage.    Tribute was paid to the contribution of the volunteers without which this success could not have been achieved.  For the third year of the venture to commence with the performance of the Community Shop in the top 10% compared to other village stores was hugely encouraging.  Councillor West added that the Shop was a great credit to the Committee and volunteers.  
j. Saxon Green: Routine Inspection: Nothing to report.                  
k. Highways, Footpaths, Trees Etc: It was confirmed that County Council Highways had been informed about a pothole close to the entrance to the Industrial Estate, Paxton Hill.  The Clerk undertook to contact County Highways to check progress on white lining at the junction of Rectory Close/Adams Lane and installation of a dropped kerb close to the Community Shop both of which had been promised by the County Council.  
          10.          FINANCE MATTERS       
   Having noted the bank and financial statements for the period to 31st December and the    card payments since the last meeting and having been reminded of the benefits of CPRE membership, it was

                          RESOLVED
a. that the following payments be approved –
                                     26th November: CCC Street Lighting October 2018 -                            £1009.72

                                     September 2019 (Card Payment)

                                     10th January 2020: Easiprint (Paxton Post) (Card Payment)                £100                                    

          16th January 2020: Tesco Stationery (Card Payment)                           £6.95

                                     20th January 2020: Christmas Tree at The Bell PH                                 £44.97                                  

                                     Parish Clerk – Reimbursement of expenses                                             £4.50

                                     (1 x visit to Great Paxton)

                                     Parish Clerk – Salary from 29th November 2019 to

                                     17th January 2020 (8 Weeks)                                                                     £566.80

                                     HMRC (PAYE – Parish Clerk)                                                                        £137.20

b. that the annual subscription in support of the Campaign to Protect Rural England (CPRE) be renewed for the year commencing March 2020.  
          11.            DATE OF NEXT MEETING
                            Noted that the next meeting of the Parish Council would be held on Monday 16th March 2020 at 8pm.
                                                                                             Chairman

