MINUTES of a Meeting of GREAT PAXTON PARISH COUNCIL held in the Holy Trinity Church, Church Lane, Great Paxton on Monday 20th July 2020. 

PRESENT: Councillors W Bond (Chairman), G Addison, P Goodyer, Mrs J Jackson, Mrs J Peters and R Widdowson.
IN ATTENDANCE:  County Councillor Mrs J Wisson and seven Members of the public.

1.        APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE, DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST & DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE
  Apologies for absence from the meeting were received on behalf of Parish Councillors Mrs J Addison and S Peters and District Councillor R J West. 

  There were no declarations of interests nor requests for dispensation.  
Councillors W Bond and P Goodyer signed their Declaration of Acceptance of Office following their election as Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Parish Council respectively at the last ‘virtual’ meeting.  

 2.      CO-OPTION OF NEW PARISH COUNCILLOR

Having had the opportunity to review an application received from a prospective new Councillor in advance of the meeting, the Parish Council

RESOLVED

     that Mrs Jacqueline Jackson be co-opted as a new member of Great Paxton Parish Council.

(Councillor Mrs Jackson signed her Declaration of Acceptance of Office.)  

          3.    COMMENTS AND OBSERVATIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC & COUNTY & DISTRICT COUNCILLORS
                  County Councillor Julie Wisson

The meeting was reminded that the County and District Council had worked together to support local people and services during the Covid 19 lockdown period and had especially helped those who had been advised to shield for an extended period.  Local Authority Officers had been redeployed to different service areas for this purpose and were only now returning to their usual posts.  Council buildings had also closed.  Emphasis was now being placed on catching up and getting schools ready to reopen in September by taking steps to allay any fears held by parents and staff.  Otherwise, County Councillor Mrs Wisson reminded the Parish Council that the current statutory consultation on the A428 Improvements was underway and was due to close on 28th July.  Principally, this concerned junction arrangements at the Black Cat roundabout, Cambridge Road and Caxton Gibbet.   Councillor Mrs Wisson acknowledged concerns expressed by a member of the public in respect of the ‘A’ road from Cambourne which runs parallel to the A428 before turning to Elsworth, Hilton and back to St Neots.

                  District Councillor Richard West
Having submitted his apology, Councillor West had provided a written report which was presented, in summary, to the meeting as follows –

‘My term as Chairman of the Council concluded in June.  It has been an interesting time having had the opportunity to meet so many hardworking volunteers who do so much in the community. I also commend the service personnel stationed at Alconbury, Molesworth and Wyton who continue to serve the country in a dangerous world.  
In terms of the District Council generally, I will remain Chairman of the Employment Committee and continue to serve on the Licensing & Protection (& Licensing) and Corporate Governance Committees.  I will also continue in my role as Chairman of the Hinchingbrooke Country Park Sub-Group and am pleased to report that the District Council has recently signed a 99 year lease which will lead to development of activities at the Park in the future.  
It has been a joy to be able to visit the Community Shop again and to benefit from both the good service and produce on offer.’ 
Public Comments
The Parish Council was encouraged to review their position on cycling/walking routes in the village given the current increase in interest in both activities.  Mention was made of a positive local response received to Facebook posts and an item in the Hunts Post referring to the Hunts Walking & Cycling Group led by John Morris and a statement made by County Councillor Ian Bates, who as Chair of the Highways & Transport, had commented that the County Council would be looking at reallocating road space for alternative means of transport.   
County Councillor Mrs Wisson was able to report that additional funding had been made available for pop up cycle lanes and ‘quick fixes’ such as the suspension of parking in the Market Squares in St Ives and St Neots and schemes that did not require much physical intervention.   Councillor Wisson undertook to forward the contact details of the County Officer leading the Cycling Projects Team to the Clerk.  
Discussion ensued about the possibility of reinstating a bridge between Great Paxton with Little Paxton and cycle/foot path links to St Neots and Godmanchester.    County Councillor Mrs Wisson advised that grants might be available from Highways England and the National Lottery to fund such a scheme but that any application would have to demonstrate that there was real community support for the idea.   As Little Paxton Parish Council had recently expressed an interest in the Great Paxton’s Feasibility Study into Cycleway Options produced by SUSTRANS, the Clerk undertook to contact that Council to establish whether there was any opportunity to work together to get such a project underway.   Should this option be available, the Parish Council was of the view that it might be necessary to undertake an exercise to measure the appetite for such a scheme in the village.  
           4.    MINUTES 
The Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 18th May 2020 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.  The approved minutes of the meeting held on the 16th March were also signed by the Chairman.  
           5.    INTERNAL AUDIT REPORT 2019/20
  The Clerk reported that the Council’s new Internal Auditor had confirmed that all  control objectives had been achieved during the financial year 2019/20 ‘in all significant respects,  to a standard adequate to meet the needs of’ the Parish Council, that payments had been properly supported by receipts, expenditure had been authorised as appropriate and VAT accounted for.  Having expressed their satisfaction with the report of the Internal Auditor, it was 
                   RESOLVED

  that the report of the Internal Auditor for the Council Year 2019/20 be received and LGS Services be appointed to undertake the task again in 2020/21.

             6.   ANNUAL GOVERNANCE STATEMENT 2019/20                    

                a. Annual Governance Statement 2019/20
Having received a copy of the Annual Governance & Accountability Return for the year ended 31st March 2020 (which included the conclusions of the Internal Auditor) (a copy of which was circulated at the meeting), and considered and responded ‘yes’ to each of the accounting statements in turn, the Parish Council 

                     RESOLVED
              that the accounting statements be agreed, and the Chairman and Clerk/Responsible Finance Officer be authorised to sign the Annual Governance Statement on behalf of the Parish Council.

               b.  Accounting Statements 2019/20
                     RESOLVED

that the accounting statements for 2019/20 be approved and the Chairman and Clerk/Responsible Finance Officer be authorised to sign the Return on behalf of the Parish Council for submission to the External Auditor.

              7.  PLANNING MATTERS: UPDATE
                    Parish Councillors noted that Planning Application No: 20/00690/HHFUL - a proposed two storey side extension at 101 High Street had been approved by the District Council on 29th June 2020.  It was reported that Application No: 20/00653/S73 to vary Condition 1 (Temporary Time Period 5 years) for the retention of a modular building for a further period of 5 years at Great Paxton School, Mount Pleasant was still in progress. 
              8.   LHI: APPLICATION PROCESS 2020/21 & 2021/22
Further to the Minutes of the last meeting, the Clerk reported that the County Council had just advised that the closing date for applications for Local Highways Improvements to be delivered in 2021/22 would now be 27th September 2020.   Feasibility Studies would be undertaken thereafter with a view to Area Panel meetings in February/ March 2021.   The Clerk confirmed that the application for the introduction of a ‘buffer zone’ between Paxton Hill and the High Street would require supporting data from the Speed watch Team but that otherwise it was ready to send.    County Councillor Mrs Wisson confirmed buffer zones had been successful in reducing traffic speed elsewhere in her ward.  
The meeting noted that, as County Council Officers had been redeployed in response to Covid 19, the timescales for the implementation of 20/21 approved LHI Schemes had slipped but that every effort was being made to get these back on track.  County Councillor Mrs Wisson undertook to find out if there were any further updates on when this might be.   
              9.   REQUEST FOR DONATION: MAGPAS AIR AMBULANCE 
         The Clerk reported that the Parish Council had received a letter from Magpas Air Ambulance requesting a donation towards their services in Huntingdonshire.  Councillors were reminded that they had recently revised their Grants Policy (October 2019) to permit a one-off donation to one regional charity each financial year.   As this letter was the first of its kind in 2020/21, Councillors suggested that the appeal for support be deferred until its December meeting to allow any further requests received in the interim to be considered
         10.  UPDATES

a. A428 Community Forum - Councillor Goodyer reported on his participation in the Community Forum meeting on 26th June.  Councillor Mrs Peters had also taken part.   Mention had been made of ‘Borrow Pits’ for material to be used to build embankments, creation of noise bunds at Roxton and Potton Road and additional utility diversions.  In terms of timescales, the scheme would commence in 2022 with a view to completion in 2025/26.  In relation to Great Paxton and as there appeared to be no changes to the route, Councillor Goodyer had concluded that the matters that were subject to the additional consultation would have no impact on the village.  
The meeting was reminded that the Highways England Supplementary Consultation would close on 28th July.  A link to the consultation documents had been posted on the Parish Council’s website but would also be placed on Facebook.
b. Community Shop - Councillor Widdowson reported that the safety of shoppers, volunteers, staff and the movement of people had been the principal concern of the Shop since it had reopened.  One person only was permitted to enter the shop at any time.   Stock levels had returned to normal and newspapers were now available again if pre ordered.   Due to the relaxation of restrictions, those volunteers who might have been shielding for age related or health reasons had been able to return to work.   This change was welcomed and well timed with the holiday season about to start.   Opening hours had been increased although were still short of full capacity.  As always, Councillor Widdowson added that the Community Shop continued to rely on the patronage of the village, would continue to advertise special offers and would routinely review prices to ensure that the shop continued to offer value for money.  The meeting was reminded that grants received during the lockdown period had allowed the shop to continue to trade.
c. Speed watch - Although discussed earlier in the meeting, Councillor Mrs Peters reiterated that the Team could now begin to collect data to support the LHI Application for a ‘buffer zone’ starting on Paxton Hill.
d. Disabled Access: Brookside - Councillor Goodyer reported on the meeting he had attended with the County Highways Officer and resident to discuss options for the creation of a disabled parking area outside her home on Brookside.   He added that the preferred solution would be to create a parking bay on the verge outside her house but that, having to re-route the pavement could entail a scheme cost of approximately £25,000.  Alternatively, there was an option to use some of the existing frontage, to install a dropped kerb and to create a parking space in the front garden.   Feedback from the resident was awaited.   In the interim, the Clerk undertook to remind the Highways Officer of his undertaking to investigate and forward details of similar schemes recently installed by Chorus Homes which might help to resolve the problem.  
e. Proposed Planter on Church Lane Green - The Clerk reported that representatives of the 2021 Celebrations Team (Holy Trinity Church) had met on site at Church Lane Green and had agreed the location, timescale, design and size of the proposed planter and considered also the placing of a second planter visible to those entering the village from The Offords direction.    Should it be decided to go ahead with a second planter, it was agreed that its design and size should also be approved in advance by County Council Highways.
f. Dementia Friendly Community - Nothing to report.
g. Saxon Green: Routine Inspection - Nothing routinely to report.  The Clerk reported that the items identified under the RoSPA Inspection which had included an adjustment to the entrance gate and issues with the new equipment had been repaired locally in the first instance and by a visit from a team from Sovereign Play undertaken free of charge in respect of the larger items.
h. Highways, Footpaths, Trees Etc - Several issues had been reported to the Clerk that day by Councillor S Peters and would be followed up as required.  
             11.    FINANCE MATTERS       
                       Having noted the bank and financial statements for the period to 30th June and the card payments made since the last meeting, it was

                  RESOLVED

a. that the following payments be approved – 

                            19th May: Tesco Stationery  (Card)                                                          £5.45 

     28th May: Easiprint  (Card)                                                                        £100

     11th June: CGM Group (May)   (Card)                                                      £260

     16th June: CCC (Street Lighting Energy Oct 2019-May 2020) (Card)  £679.94                
       6th July: Easiprint (Card)                                                                           £100                                                                          

                            2nd June: Balfour Beatty Street Lighting Maintenance                         £144.90

                            Agreement (Q2)        

                            26th June: JHF Consultancy: Work at Saxon Green Play Space            £20

                            1st July: CGM Group (June)                                                                         £260

                            17th July: LGS Services                                                                                 £114

                              Great Paxton War Memorial: Release of Grant                                   £500

                              Contribution to Speed watch Coordinator for energy costs              £25

                              Salary, reimbursement of expenses and HMRC payment
            £854.35




b. that the Bank Reconciliation Statement be signed and verified.  
            12.    DATE OF NEXT MEETING
Monday 21st September at 8pm.

Chairman

