MINUTES of a Meeting of GREAT PAXTON PARISH COUNCIL held in the School Hall, Great Paxton Primary School, Great Paxton on Monday 2nd November 2020. 

PRESENT: Councillors P Goodyer (Vice-Chairman) in the Chair, Mrs J Jackson, Mrs J Peters, S Peters and R Widdowson.
IN ATTENDANCE: Five Members of the public.

1.             APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE, DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST & DISPENSATIONS   
                Apologies for absence from the meeting were received on behalf of Parish Councillors G    Addison, Mrs J Addison and W Bond and District Councillor R J West. 

  Councillors Mrs J Jackson and Mrs J Peters declared a ‘non statutory disclosable interest’ in  Agenda Item No 13: Council Precept & Budget (as Members of the Holy Trinity PCC) and in the light of representations received from the PCC Secretary for additional grant. There were no requests for dispensations.
       2.            COMMENTS AND OBSERVATIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC & DISTRICT COUNCILLOR
                       District Councillor Richard West
  In his absence, the Parish Council received the following written report from Councillor West -

  ‘Proposed New Holding Stack Consultation: NATS holdings formerly National Air Traffic Services are working with Luton Airport which could lead to more aeroplanes circling over us. There is ongoing consultation with options to simplify the arrival routes for flights. The areas affected are villages stretching from east to west from Boxworth, Papworth Everard to St Neots.  Huntingdon, Brampton and Alconbury are also affected. What does this mean? An increase in sound from 50 dBA to 60 dBA and stacking at 8,000 to 13,000 feet.  Stansted carried out the same exercise and this did not lead to unbearable noise.
Planning Application: Update - Variation of Condition 1 (Temporary Time Period 5 years) to seek retention of a modular building for a further period of 5 years at Great Paxton School, Mount Pleasant (20/00653/S73) I am sure this application will be approved but there has been a delay in the issue of the decision notice due to IT difficulties at the District Council.
A428 Black Cat to Caxton Gibbet Community Forum (8th October): Apologies to the Council.   I was unable to gain access to the Community Forum and have made it clear that I was unhappy with the meeting arrangements.
‘Planning for the Future’: Government Consultation: The Government’s proposals for overhauling the planning system were discussed at the District Council’s Scrutiny Committee and Cabinet and the Cabinet Member for Strategic Planning, Councillor Jon Neish will be writing to parish and town council Chairmen with the local planning authority’s response to  the Government.
Hinchingbrooke Country Park:  Two pieces of good news were reported at a recent meeting of the Park Sub-Group.   The Park won the right to fly the Green Flag which is given for services to the public and the District Council have acquired a ninety-nine year lease which will lead to further development of the park in the interests of the public.’
                         There was a suggestion from a resident that a dog waste bin should be placed at The Offords end of the High Street close to the farm track/footpath in view of a perceived increase in the number of discarded bags in that location.  Councillor S Peters undertook to review the area and report back to the Parish Council given that it was likely to be private land.
             3.       MINUTES 
          The Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 21st September 2020 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Vice-Chairman.  
4.       LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1972: EXTENDED ABSENCE
                        The Parish Council was advised of the requirements of Section 85(1) of the Local Government   Act 1972 in relation to the extended absence of a Councillor but having taken into account the existing vacancy on the Council,  the period of ‘lockdown’ and Councillor Mrs Addison’s recent ill health,  Councillors 

                        RESOLVED

          that the membership of Councillor Mrs Joan Addison be extended until such time as she can return to meetings or there is specific interest from any candidate wishing to serve on the Parish Council in her place.
 5.      PLANNING MATTERS: UPDATE ON CURRENT APPLICATIONS
i Proposed Single Extension on Rear Elevation and New Window to Side Elevation, 91 High Street (20/01575/HHFUL): Noted that the application was approved by the District Council on 15th October.
                        ii      Proposed Two Storey Side Extension, Recladding to Existing, Pitched Roof to Entrance Hall and Detached Garage (Revised), 101 High Street (20/01446/HHFUL):gh Street (20/01446/HHFULH Reported that the application was ‘still in progress’.
                       iii    
Variation of Condition 1 (Temporary Time Period 5 Years) to seek retention of a modular building for a further period of 5 years at Great Paxton School, Mount Pleasant (20/00653/S73): Councillors noted that this application was ‘pending a decision’ but had been delayed due to IT issues at the District Council.  The applicant had been kept informed of progress.
                       iv        New Application: 31 High Street: Rethatching of Property (20/01980/LBC)
                                  Having considered a copy of the application, related plans and photographs in advance of the meeting, Councillors 
                                  RESOLVED

that the District Council be advised that the Parish Council had no objection to Application No 20/01980/LBC  
              6.      NEW BRIDGE/CYCLE PATH UPDATE
Gaynor Christie updated the meeting on the progress she had made, thus far, on the new Bridge Project.  Gaynor reported that she had met representatives from Lattenbury Services and the Great Ouse Valley Trust.  Advice from the former had envisaged a bridge of approximately 40 metres that was estimated would cost in the region of £250-300K with the same amount again for labour and other items.   Having identified the likely local landowner in that location, the Clerk undertook to verify with the County Council whether River Lane was under Highways Authority control and the guidance around adoption of the Bridge once it was constructed. It was suggested that Gaynor should continue to research funding opportunities before exploring any further land ownership issues.  
              7.      GREAT OUSE VALLEY TRUST MEMBERSHIP
                        Having been advised of the support offered by the Trust for the potential Bridge crossing and given the relationship of the Parish with the Ouse Valley, Councillors
             RESOLVED
                  that the Parish Council should join the Great Ouse Valley Trust and that the annual subscription of £30 be approved.
              8.      PROPOSED NEW HOLDING STACK: CONSULTATION

          The meeting was informed that London Luton Airport & National Air Traffic Services had published proposals to create a holding stack to the west of Huntingdon.  It was noted that these proposals had been published for consultation with a closing date of 5th February 2021.  A link to the consultation website had been included on the agenda.   The Parish Council understood that the proposed changes would separate routes between Luton and Stansted, create a new hold for Luton arrivals and ensure operations at Luton and Stansted did not impact on each other.  It was explained that Holds were used when flight approaches were busy and that there were no plans to vary the final approaches to Luton.  After discussion and having also encouraged individual responses, it was

          RESOLVED
                             that the Clerk be authorised to respond to the Consultation on the Council’s behalf and to  object, in the strongest terms, to the proposals to establish a new airborne hold or stack for LLA arrivals in the area west of Huntingdon as it would impact directly upon the Parish and the rural ambience of Great Paxton.  
              9.     SPORTS HOLIDAY CLUB PROPOSAL

The Parish Council considered an approach received from a Sports Coaching Company asking      for support to hold a one-week activity club at a local venue for children aged 5-12 years old during a school holiday.  Given the estimated cost of the venture and doubt as to the likely take up for the Club in the Parish, Councillors 
  RESOLVED
       that the offer from Finding Fitness Limited be not pursued.
           10.      LHI APPLICATIONS 2020/21 & 2021/22
  Further to the Minutes of the last meeting, the Clerk reported that the Council’s 2021/22 application had been submitted to the County Council in September.   The Engineer responsible for the approved 2020/21 scheme – the build out features on the High Street, had now offered to meet Councillors on site to discuss the project and the scope of the works prior to commencement of the detailed design.   As the offer of a meeting had only been received on the day of the meeting and given that time was now short before the second lockdown, Councillors agreed to meet in December and requested the Clerk to set a date as soon as possible.  
           11.       REPORTS

i A428 Black Cat to Caxton Gibbet: Councillor Jill Peters reported on her attendance at the meeting of the Community Forum on 8th October.  Although still progressing, the combination of Covid, wet weather and archaeological interest in the site had delayed the scheme such that it was now likely to extend to 2023.  No date had yet been fixed for the next meeting.

ii Cambs ACRE Annual Conference: Councillor Jill Peters also expressed her disappointment with the Annual Conference this year suggesting that it was too large an event with too many parishes to conduct online.   She added that she had raised these concerns with the organiser.  

             12.     UPDATES
                   a. Community Shop: Andy Wylde, newly appointed Chairman of the Community Shop Committee reported that a new Committee comprising five new and three existing members had been appointed at the recent AGM.  Continuing to manage the shop would be a steep learning curve for all. Currently, the Committee were looking at ways to operate during the second lockdown and at preparations for Christmas.  Additional volunteers would always be welcomed.  Support with deliveries over the new lockdown would hopefully continue.   As the 2020 budget had been set pre Covid, the Shop would find it difficult to meet their target budget this year.   As the over seventies had not been advised to shield during the second lockdown, Andy was hopeful that staffing levels would remain unchanged.  
                  b.   Speed watch: Nothing to report although there was concern at the proliferation of ‘boy racers’ on the High Street and consequently the need for Speed Watch to operate to deter the practice.  Councillor Mrs Peters undertook to speak to the Co Ordinator.  
                        c.  
Dementia Friendly Community: Nothing new to report.  It was agreed to consider whether to reconnect with the Primary School at the next meeting.
                        d.   Notice Boards: Estimate Having been reminded of the poor condition (through wear and tear) of the Notice Boards in the Parish and advised that maintenance and repair would cost £100 plus materials, it was
                               RESOLVED

                                    that repair/refurbishment of the Parish Council’s Notice Boards be approved at an estimated cost of £100 plus materials.  
                       e.    Saxon Green: Routine Inspection - Nothing to report.  Councillor Goodyer agreed to take responsibility for routine monitoring/review of the Play Area until Councillor G Addison was able to resume.  
                       f.     Highways, Footpaths, Trees Etc: As it had been three years since the last tree survey and maintenance work, the Parish Council requested the Clerk to seek a quote for a survey from Global Solutions. 
             13.    COUNCIL PRECEPT & BUDGET 2021/22

          The Parish Council received information on actual April to October 2020 expenditure in comparison with the approved 2020/21 budget.  A copy of the schedule had been circulated in advance of the meeting.  Councillors reviewed individual items, including the impact of Internal Audit advice on the donation to the Church. Having also discussed potential expenditure demands and variations during 2021/22, the Parish Council requested the Clerk to finalise an estimated budget on the basis of no increase in the Parish Council precept in 2021/22 to enable further discussion at the December meeting.  In view of the Parish Council’s conclusion regarding the Precept and given that the District Council’s deadline for applications was 11th December, it was
          RESOLVED

        that a Council Tax precept of £20,000 be set for 2021/22 and the District Council advised accordingly.

             14.    FINANCE MATTERS       
                       Having noted the bank and financial statements for the period to 30th September and the card payments made since the last meeting, it was

                 RESOLVED

 a.     that the following payments be approved – 
                                22nd September: Netwise UK Accessibility Compliance Edit                  £149.00

                                30th Sept: Pat Simpson (Tree Maintenance)                                              £30

                                1st October: SLCC Enterprises – Local Council Administration (Book)   £123.80

                                1st October: CGM Group (October)                                                              £260

                                7th October: Tesco (Stationery – paper & envelopes)                               £3.85

                                19th October: JH Fieldhouse (Repairs to Dog Bin, Adams Lane)              £30

                                2nd November: Great Ouse Valley Trust Membership                              £30

                                2nd November: Salary, reimbursement of expenses and                         £554.67

                                HMRC payment

b. that the Bank Reconciliation Statement be signed and verified; and
c. that completion of the transfer of the formal Mandate as signatory to the Parish Council’s Accounts from Councillor Mrs J Addison to Councillor P Goodyer be noted.
            15.    DATE OF NEXT MEETING
                      Monday 7th December at 8pm.

Chairman

