MINUTES of a meeting of GREAT PAXTON PARISH COUNCIL held in the School Hall, Great Paxton Primary School, Great Paxton on Monday 20th September 2021. 

PRESENT: Councillors P Goodyer (Vice-Chairman in the Chair), G. Addison, Mrs J Jackson, Mrs J Peters and R Widdowson. 
IN ATTENDANCE:  PCSO R Braddick, County Councillor S Ferguson, District Councillor R J West and eight Members of the public.
1. PCSO RICHARD BRADDICK
The Chairman welcomed PCSO Braddick to the meeting.  Richard explained that he was now one of only two PSCOs covering 40 rural villages and St Neots.   As he had not been able to attend meetings for a while, Richard reviewed the level of crime in Great Paxton since March 2020.  Calls for police services were low in the Parish.  From experience, he was aware that there was a tendency in other Parishes for crime to reported via social media.  He reaffirmed that this was not the way to contact the police and that any suspicious activity should be reported by calling 101 or 999.  He stated that the police would attend.  In terms of Great Paxton, Richard reported that there had been theft of motor bikes, a digger and quad bike, two drug stops in River Lane and two instances of criminal damage.  Police had been in the village two weeks ago to monitor speed (average recorded 27mph) and had not caught anyone but had issued two speed tickets on an earlier visit.  
Regarding current trends, there had been an increase in the theft of Catalytic Converters across Cambridgeshire particularly from Japanese makes of car and thefts from motor vehicles.   
Richard explained that he would be engaged in a Rural Watch Operation later that evening which would involve Police Officers and two volunteers from Great Paxton.  They would be visiting several neighbouring villages and particularly looking at fields for illegal hare coursing.  

In response to questions, Richard reported that there was little evidence of county lines crime in Great Paxton but, in general, this was evident in St Neots where drugs were a problem. Regarding, police monitoring of speed on local estate roads, Richard explained that this was difficult to undertake because of the short distances involved and limited fields of vision. However, he asked parishioners to let him know if they were aware of persistent offenders as he would be prepared to visit them.  In terms of parking on the pavement, Richard explained that this was an offence if causing an obstruction and encouraged parishioners to report any vehicle that was completely blocking a pavement.   
Lastly, Richard acknowledged the excellent scarecrows in the village and particularly commended the one holding the speed gun.  

2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE & DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
Apologies for absence from the meeting were received on behalf of Parish Councillors W Bond and S Peters. 
There were no declarations of interests nor requests for dispensation.  
3. COMMENTS AND OBSERVATIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC & COUNTY & DISTRICT 
COUNCILLORS
               County Councillor Stephen Ferguson
               Referring to the Police & Crime theme, County Councillor Ferguson reported that he had recently met new 
 Police & Crime Commissioner Darryl Preston at a Scrutiny Panel.  The PCC was challenged on the reduction 
 of PCSO resource in Cambridgeshire and the loss of vital operational knowledge as a result.   County 
   
 Councillor Ferguson asked parishioners to contact him with any thoughts about police resources locally and 
 urged everyone to report any suspicious or criminal activity otherwise further cuts in services could take 
 place. 

               Councillor Ferguson reported that much of his work continued around local consultations on the EWR, 

 Improvements to the A428, Local Plans in Bedfordshire and the Luton Airport/NATS outcome all of which 
 were linked to the Government’s plans for the Oxford-Cambridge Arc.    He added that whilst he supported 
 the main principles of the Arc plan around sustainable economic growth and improvements to the 

 environment, green infrastructure and biodiversity etc he could not support the house building plan that 
 was also proposed for the A1 corridor which could potentially double the size of St Neots.   The Government 
 had issued a consultation document called ‘Creating a Vision for the Oxford- Cambridge Arc’ and a 

 Sustainability Appraisal.  As this consultation closed on 12th October, he encouraged everyone to respond 
 and comment on the importance of the rural nature of Great Paxton, overdevelopment 
 and the need for 
 infrastructure.    
                District Councillor Richard West

                Councillor West endorsed the comments of the County Councillor and underlined how important it was   

                to protect and enhance the local environment.   Regarding other issues, Councillor West reported that he 

                had offered to meet and advise the applicant of the proposed development at 101 High Street which had 

                recently been refused by the District Council and that the Development Consent Order for the A428 

                Improvement Scheme: Black Cat to Caxton Gibbet had progressed to the next round of Hearings.  

                He also reminded the Parish Council of the opportunity to apply for further funding from Round 2 of the CIL 

                Infrastructure Pot in December.  The meeting noted that works continued at Pathfinder House on the Air 

                Conditioning System and that, as a result, most meetings were currently being held off site.  Lastly, 
                Councillor West reported that the environmental surveys associated with the proposed East West Rail 
                Route would be undertaken this Autumn to identify opportunities for biodiversity net gain and environmental benefit.  
                Public Comments
  In response to a question, County Councillor Ferguson advised that there would be opportunities to 

  make representations on local development especially where this might have an impact on the 

  parish or be located just beyond parish boundaries such that any CIL payments due might be claimed by 

  neighbouring authorities when the consequences of additional housing could fall on local parish facilities 

  i.e., doctor surgeries, schools etc.  
4.       COMMUNITY SHOP REPORT   
      Andy Wylde updated the meeting on progress of the Community Shop.  He reported that the Annual 
        Meeting had taken place recently and that the accounts presented had shown that performance had 
 improved such that the shop was making less of a loss.   He added that the Committee was working hard to control costs and that they were hopeful this trend would continue.   As membership of the Committee had changed recently and a new Secretary had been appointed, there was now an opportunity to generate new strengths and diversity of thought to the benefit of the shop in the future.   In terms of paid staff, the Shop employed a Shop Manager (for 25 hours per week) and a Saturday Manager.  The latter had recently left so it had become a challenge to try and find sufficient volunteers to cover the shift.  In conclusion, generally it was all good news and a positive outlook going forward.   

5.   MINUTES
         The Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 5th July 2021 were approved as a correct record
            

  and signed by the Chairman.  
6.   PLANNING MATTERS: UPDATE
i Two Storey Side Extension and Replacement of Existing Garage with a Double Garage, 1 High Street, Great Paxton (21/00952/HHFUL) – Noted that this application had been approved by the District Council on 3rd August;
ii Side Extension to House, 18 High Street, Great Paxton (21/01412/HHFUL) – Noted that this application had been approved by the District Council on 17th August; and
iii Proposed Two Storey Side Extension, Recladding to Existing, Single Storey Front Extension, 101 High Street, Great Paxton (21/01541/HHFUL) – Noted the reasons why this application had been refused by the District Council on 9th September.
7.   LHI APPLICATIONS 2020/21, 2021/22 and 2022/23
  Further to Item No 5 of the last meeting, the Clerk reported that County Councillor Ferguson, Councillor Mrs Peters and Chris Hall from the Speed Watch Team had met County Council Officers on 13th September to discuss options for progressing the installation of traffic calming measures on the High Street.  After further discussion and challenge and having understood that without an improvement in streetlighting the County Council would not approve the introduction of chicanes or speed cushions, the meeting concluded that to ensure that the funding awarded was not lost to the Parish, there was no alternative but to proceed to accept the installation of a MVAS.  It was acknowledged that this might be the first step towards the solution that was originally envisaged.   It was also considered that making the entrance to the village more distinctive might trigger responsible driving as it would be made clearer that vehicles were entering a community rather than just traveling on a through road.  

   Regarding the 2021/22 application, the Clerk reported that an engineer had been appointed to take forward the scheme for a 40mph buffer zone on Paxton Hill but as yet no timescale had been given for the project.

   Lastly, in terms of the 2022/23 application for new funding, the Council considered that the footpath from Church Lane to either Manor Farm or for a shorter distance could be improved to acceptable footpath standard.  It was very narrow in places and deteriorated quickly in the winter.   

   Subject to confirmation of the authority responsible for maintenance of the MVAS, it was 
   RESOLVED
a. that the County Council be advised that the Parish Council accept their recommendation for the installation of a MVAS and preferably that the unit allocated be capable of monitoring speed;

b. that the cost of materials required to enhance the appearance of the white fencing and signage at the entrance to the High Street (Offords End) be met by the Parish Council; and

c. that an application for LHI Funding towards the improvement of the footpath from Church Lane to Manor Farm (maximum) be submitted to the County Council.  
8.      COUNCIL INSURANCE – RENEWAL
     In accordance with Financial Regulations and having considered correspondence, renewal quotations, a proposed Schedule of Insurance and recommendations received from Came & Co (Insurance Brokers) (copies of which had been circulated in advance to Councillors), it was
                   RESOLVED

that the Council’s Insurance cover be renewed with Hiscox for the period 1st October 2021 to 30th September 2022 for a premium of £975.71 and that the option of a 3-year Long Term Agreement to 2024 be accepted. 

9.      PAXTON POST: PROPOSED PRICE INCREASE
     Having considered the service offered by Easiprint Limited and cost options to continue the production of the ‘Paxton Post’ in either colour or black and white, it was 
      RESOLVED
              that Easiprint be requested to continue to produce 400 x 32 page with full colour cover copies of 
the ‘Paxton Post’ at a cost of £186.24 (each time) for six editions per annum.  
10.      POLICE & CRIME COMMISSION: ROUND TABLE MEETING WITH HUNTINGDONSHIRE PARISH COUNCILS

     Councillor Mrs Jackson reported that she was unable to attend the meeting on 19th July due to a family bereavement but that the resources used were available to view on the PCC website.
11.      CAMBRIDGESHIRE ACRE: MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL

            Having been reminded of the services offered by Cambs ACRE, Councillors  
            RESOLVED
                   that annual membership of Cambridgeshire ACRE be renewed at a cost of £57.
12.        UPDATES 
a. Speed Watch


Reported that the Team were now undertaking regular operations.

b. Welcome Pack: Progress
               It was envisaged that information would be inserted in the ‘Paxton Post’ and that a version might be 
posted on the Parish Council’s website with hyperlinks to businesses/facilities around the village. It 
was hoped to hand copies out to newcomers to the village via the Community Shop.   
c. Bridge Foot/Cycle Path: Nothing to report.
d. Saxon Green: Routine Inspection, Adult Gym & Drainage Works
               As no feedback had been received from the Parish in response to the request for help posted after 
the last meeting, Councillor Mrs Peters advised the meeting of discussions she had held with a 
suitable contractor and the nature of the works that would be required to improve the drainage 
within the play 
space.  Councillors were reminded of the problems experienced over the winter and 
advised that until this work had been completed, it would not be prudent to install any new 
children’s play equipment.    

              Councillors received a report from the Clerk (a copy of which had been circulated in advance to 
Councillors) setting out the current position with regard to the award of grant from the District 
Council, the timescale for implementation, the cost implications and requirements of the 
Council’s Financial Regulations.  Councillor Goodyer proposed that the north-east corner of 
Saxon Green would be a suitable location for the adult gym.   Given that the company ‘Fresh Air 
Fitness’ had provided Adult Gym Equipment to both Little Paxton and Godmanchester, the 
Council considered that it was reasonable to proceed with the quote received given the success 
of 
schemes and the quality of equipment provided elsewhere.  Therefore, it was

               RESOLVED

a. that Financial Regulation 11.1(b) be waived to enable ‘Fresh Air Fitness’ to proceed to supply and install Adult Gym Equipment on Saxon Green at a projected cost of £5049.84 (May 2021 estimate); and
b. that subject to the receipt of a formal quotation, and in view of the difficulty in securing a specialist drainage contractor to improve the condition of the play space, Financial Regulation 11.1(b) be waived to enable the acceptance of a quotation for the work without competition.  

e. Highways, Footpaths, Trees etc. 
               Although problems with overgrown trees, shrubs and bushes had been resolved in some parts of 
the village, Councillors were of the view that there were still places where pedestrians and 
particularly those with push chairs and on mobility scooters were obstructed by 
shrubs etc 
overhanging pavements. It was agreed that Councillor Widdowson together with the Clerk 
should walk around the village, identify the spots where action was necessary and ask, by letter, 
owner/occupiers to address the problem. 

It was noted that Fergusons would undertake the survey of trees on Parish Council land in October.

               The Clerk also agreed to request County Highways to lop the trees at the bottom of Paxton Hill and 
clear the foliage around the 30mph sign.
13.       FINANCE MATTERS
      Having noted the bank and financial statements for the period to 20th September and card payments since the last meeting, it was
      RESOLVED

a. that the following payments be approved –
24th July: Norton 360 Standard – Annual Subscription                         £64.99

2nd August: CGM Grounds Maintenance (July)                                        £260

       3rd August: Total Gas & Power Ltd (Energy Supply Nov 2020 –             £1328.14

       July 2021)

       31st August: CGM Grounds Maintenance (August)                                  £260

       20th Sept: CGM Grounds Maintenance (Sept)                                          £260

       20th Sept - P. Simpson: Tree & Shrub Work                                               £100

       Parish Clerk: Quarterly Working at Home Expenses                                 £97

       Parish Clerk – Reimbursement of expenses                                               £17.46

       (Mileage {Great Paxton x 3 visits @.45p per mile = 10 miles} and

6x2nd class stamps = £3.96)

       Parish Clerk - Salary from 9th July to 17th September (11 weeks)        £784.05                                    

       HMRC: (PAYE – Parish Clerk) (includes .13p fee for online                     £210.48

       Payment: 20th Sept 2021).                                                                                                                                                                                     
b.  that Councillor Widdowson be requested to verify and sign the bank reconciliation to 31st August;

c.  that the transfer of the sum of £972 (VAT Refund) to the Saxon Green Account be noted; and

d.  that the payment of £1328.14 to Total Gas & Power for outstanding energy costs in 2020/21 be endorsed.  
14.       DATE OF NEXT MEETING
      Noted – Monday 18th October 2021 at 8pm.

Chairman

