
MINUTES of a meeting of GREAT PAXTON PARISH COUNCIL held in the Community Room, Great Paxton Primary School, Great Paxton on Monday 28th November 2022. 

PRESENT: Councillors W Bond (Chairman in the Chair), H Fieldhouse, C Hall, Mrs J Jackson, Mrs J Peters, L Sullivan and R Widdowson
IN ATTENDANCE:  County Councillor S Ferguson and eight Members of the public.
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE & DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
An apology for absence from the meeting was received on behalf of District Councillor R J West. 
There were no declarations of interests nor requests for dispensation. 
2. CO-OPTION OF NEW PARISH COUNCILLORS
Their applications having been circulated in advance to Councillors, it was 

RESOLVED
a. that Howard Fieldhouse and Leslie Sullivan be co opted as new Members of Great Paxton Parish Council; and

b. that Councillor Howard Fieldhouse be appointed as the Parish Council’s representative on the Recreation Ground Committee in place of former Councillor Gordon Addison.  

(Councillors Fieldhouse and Sullivan signed their Declarations of Acceptance of Office.)

The Chairman welcomed the new Councillors to the meeting.  
3. COMMENTS AND OBSERVATIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC & COUNTY & DISTRICT
COUNCILLORS
County Councillor Stephen Ferguson
Councillor Ferguson encouraged Parish Councillors and residents to respond to the Consultation led by the Greater Cambridge Partnership on Cambridge City Access before the deadline date of 23rd December.  A link to the consultation was included on the agenda.  He specifically referred to proposals to introduce a congestion charge for travel into Cambridge of £5 per day between the hours of 7am-7pm and the potential for the GCP to raise a precept to fund transport improvements to try to reduce traffic.  Suggestions included, a bus every 15 minutes from St Neots to Cambridge, the extension of the TING service to rural villages additional buses from 2026 such that it could cost £2 for a journey from Cambridge to Great Paxton.  He explained that GCP was made up of representatives from Cambridge City and South Cambridgeshire District Councils and other partners.   The Joint Authorities had funded the temporary reprieve of some Stagecoach services that had been withdrawn but this could not be sustained going forward.   The County Council would be responding to the Consultation at its meeting in December.   Overall, whilst in favour of the principles, Councillor Ferguson contended that more work was needed on details.
In response to questions, Councillor Ferguson replied that potentially the improvements might bring forward more regular and reliable bus services with frequent buses to St Neots and Cambridge.  He also reported that TING was being relaunched in December using buses run by Vectare.  
On another subject, Councillor Ferguson updated the meeting on the East West Rail discussions.  In his view this scheme would go ahead although he would know more after the next meetings.  As the improvement of the A428 would soon get underway, Councillor Ferguson asked that he be advised if ‘rat running’ through the village became a problem.   He added that he would continue to push for more cycle and footpaths as part of the scheme.  
District Councillor Richard West

In his absence, the Clerk summarised Councillor West’s report to the meeting as follows – 
                 ‘Councillor West had lobbied for additional resources to improve the District Council’s Planning Service and reduce the length of time being taken to process planning applications.  He was due to attend a meeting on the A428 on 30th November and would take the opportunity to emphasize the importance of an alternative travel plan during construction and environmental improvements.  Hopefully he would be able to attend the next Parish Council meeting in January but in the meantime, he would continue to monitor all things Great Paxton.’ 
              Public Comments
Following Councillor Ferguson’s report on the A428 Scheme, a resident suggested that once completed, the old A428 could be used as a cycle path as far as Caxton Gibbet.   

The Parish Council was asked how it was intending to commemorate the King’s Coronation.   Given the low-key response to the Platinum Jubilee metal coins, it was suggested that maybe a wooden bench on Saxon Green might be appropriate.  The Clerk undertook to investigate.

Following report of a big pothole on Adams Lane, the Clerk undertook to report it to County Highways.  [Subsequently identified and repaired].  
The Clerk reported that she would follow up previous reports about the ditch adjacent to Saxon Green with two Councillors that week.  

Lastly, the Clerk undertook to order the dog chute for the High Street now that the improvements were underway.  

4. VILLAGE HALL: FEEDBACK FROM SURVEY

Disappointingly, it was reported that there had been only eight responses to the Parish Council’s survey asking whether residents would support provision of a village hall.   Of these, only two were positive.  Notwithstanding a suggestion that the Survey outcome was predetermined, the Clerk undertook to follow up the comments made by one respondent with the Primary School.  
5. COMMUNITY SHOP

Andy Wylde, Chairman of the Committee reported that the Shop continued to struggle.  It was still looking for a permanent new manager and currently there were no candidates.  Costs continued to rise and like other outlets, they had experienced egg supply issues.  If the current situation was to continue, the shop would be unsustainable in the long term and would run out of funds despite efforts to reduce costs.  It desperately needed more footfall as only a small percentage of village residents used the shop on a regular basis.  In better news, someone had come forward who would be able to help with marketing advice and the Shop was going to be part of the Christmas Lights switch on event.  Currently, the shop had sufficient volunteers but would always welcome more.  Lastly, the Committee Secretary was due to retire at the end of the year so anyone interested in this role or in becoming a Committee member should contact him.       
6.  MINUTES

The Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 3rd October 2022 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.  
7. PLANNING MATTERS – UPDATE (IF ANY) ON PROPOSED DEVELOPMENTS 
             i 
Erection of dwelling with access, widening of existing access including dropped kerbs, footpath, and demolition of outbuildings, 58 High Street: 22/01426/FUL - Update requested by Councillor West but reported as ‘still in progress’.
             ii   Erection of a bungalow split into two properties, with a garden space, 2 car parking spaces, bin and   bike storage, Land west of The Bungalow, River Lane: 22/01359/FUL - Update requested by Councillor West and reported that the application had been referred to the agent/applicant for amendment or withdrawal.   
            iii   First floor extension & raising the roof, 36 Meadow Way:22/01692/HHFUL – It was reported that this application had been withdrawn on 21st October.                   
8. HIGH STREET: FOOTWAY IMPROVEMENTS – UPDATE

Councillor Hall reported that his team of volunteers had cleared the mud/grass off the footpath and already the benefits were clear.  He had received other supports of support and good feedback. The hedge still needed to be robustly reduced in width and he was awaiting contact from the local farmer who had undertaken to help with this task.  

9. NEW LHI PROCESS & APPLICATION

Further to the last item, the Council commented that parts of the footpath cleared by the Volunteer Team were in a poor state of repair and could form part of an application under the LHI process.  In addition, several ‘reflective markers’ required replacement having been lost and damaged over time.  Having been advised that the Parish Council and a Community Group could submit separate applications under the new process, it was suggested that Speed Watch could apply for funding towards an additional MVAS pole to be located in the middle of the High Street, opposite The Bell Public House.
10.  STREET LIGHTING ENERGY
The Clerk reported that ESPO (Eastern Shires Purchasing Organisation) had awarded its new Electricity Framework, from October 2024 to September 2028 to Total Energies Gas & Power following a tender process.   The Parish Council had used the current electricity framework since October 2020 when it had to find a replacement to the County Council.   The current framework expired on 30th September 2024 but to ensure best prices, the Council understood that ESPO were recommending renewal of its contract with them as soon as possible to allow effective trading of future electricity volumes.   Having received advice from County Councillor Ferguson, it was 

RESOLVED

that the continuation of the Parish Council’s participation in the electricity contract arranged by ESPO be agreed for the period expiring 30th September 2028.
11.  CIL FUNDING AND STREET LIGHTING REPLACEMENT
The Clerk confirmed that the Parish Council’s bid for funding towards improvement of streetlights on the High Street was unsuccessful as the District Council did not consider that the project was required to enable local growth.   Subsequently, the Clerk had obtained a revised quote from Balfour Beatty for the upgrade of seven units on the High Street and this amounted to £7968.   Notwithstanding the scale of the project, Councillors wanted to confirm whether, once renewed, the lights would comply with British Standards.  Given the shortfall of units Councillors also asked whether those that were to be upgraded would be sufficient to improve lighting on the High Street and whether the combination of new and old units would pass any inspection of light levels expected in such a locality.  The Clerk undertook to raise these points with Balfour Beatty.  
12.  VILLAGE PLAN
Councillors Hall and Widdowson had requested that this item be placed on the agenda.  Councillor Hall was of the view that the Parish Council should prepare a structured plan to prevent the Council from responding to funding opportunities in an ad hoc and sporadic way.   Councillor Widdowson offered to lead the preparation of such a plan but added that the Council needed to decide what its objectives were and whether this would include varying its current attitude to growth.  It was suggested that any Plan would require viable community support and also contended that this would occur naturally if one was put in place.   As there seemed to be varying views as to whether the Parish Council should be looking to prepare a Neighbourhood Plan or a simpler Village Strategy or checklist, the Clerk was requested to contact other Parish Councils to ask what approach they had taken.  
13.  UPDATES
a. Speed watch: Councillor Hall reported that two sessions had been held since the last meeting.  Although less than 5% of vehicles were travelling at over 30mph, of these, one was recorded at 75mph although such occurrences were rare and usually happened late or night or early in the morning.  The MVAS continued to be rotated between the two locations and it was hoped that the redundant post at the entrance to the Village (from The Offords) would soon come into use too.   
In response to a report that there was a dark coloured van parked illegally in the entrance to the vacant charity land between London Lane and Brookside, the Clerk undertook to report this to the Community Police Team at St Neots.  
b. Bridge Foot/Cycle Path: Councillor Ferguson made the meeting aware that the A428 Improvement Scheme would generate a Legacy Fund which could become a source of resource for the Bridge Footpath and Cycle Project.  This was not yet active.   There would also be opportunities for Section 106 and CIL Funding in due course.  
c. Saxon Green:  In the absence of Councillor Goodyer, no update was available.  A resident reported that the base of the Air Skier was unstable.  {Subsequently checked by the Clerk and confirmed that this had been remedied as expected on 8th October.]   The Clerk confirmed that Councillors would inspect the drainage ditch and entrance gate to the play space following a report that this was closing too forcibly and was dangerous for children.  A quote for a replacement gate was presented to the Council but given the estimated cost of a new gate, it was agreed to look at remedial options instead.   Having asked County Highways for advice on the ditch, the Clerk reported that she had been referred to the CCC Highways Contractor.  
d. Grounds Maintenance: Councillors noted that the current Grounds Maintenance contract was due to expire on March 31st, 2023, and that a new tender process would need to begin early in the new year.  
e. Highways, footpaths, trees etc: The Clerk reported that two trees had been ordered in commemoration of the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee and more recently in her memory for planting on Mount Pleasant and on Saxon Green. It was noted that the County Council had raised no objection to the retention of the redundant VAS post but had to disconnect power before it could be handed over for use by the Parish Council.  
14.  COUNCIL BUDGET & PRECEPT 2023/24

Having been reminded of the 2022/23 budget and actual expenditure to date (a copy of which was circulated in advance) Councillors considered an estimated budget for 2023/24 taking into account anticipated new projects and potentially large items of expenditure that had not yet been invoiced.    At the same time, the Council reconsidered an application for grant received from Cambridgeshire Search & Rescue.   Mindful that their decisions not to raise the precept in recent years meant that the Parish Council was now disadvantaged in terms of its budget position, Councillors 
                RESOLVED
a. that a Council Tax precept of £22,000 be set for 2023/24 and the District Council notified accordingly;
b. that, with this in mind, the Clerk be requested to review all budget heads and circulate the final expenditure statement to Councillors; and

c. that a grant of £50 be awarded to Cambridgeshire Search & Rescue.

[Cambridgeshire Search & Rescue to be asked to prepare a summary of their work for inclusion in the ‘Paxton Post’.]

15.   FINANCE MATTERS 

   Having noted the bank and financial statements for the period to 31st October and the card payments since the last meeting, it was

                 RESOLVED

a. that the following payments be approved –                      £

Oct/Nov: CGM Grounds Maintenance                            520.00

5th Oct: 4 x 2nd class stamps                                                  2.72

16th Oct: Total Energies Street Lighting                            106.37

1st Nov: Easiprint                                                                   180.00

              24th Nov: Xmas Tree (Reimbursement)                               70.00

24th Nov: River Lane Nurseries - 2 x trees

(Reimbursement )                                                                  165.50

                             Parish Clerk: Quarterly Working at Home Expenses          97.00

Parish Clerk – Salary from 7th Oct to 25th Nov                836.88

2022 (8 weeks) and backpay (£216) following pay award 

wef 1st April      

HMRC (PAYE – Parish Clerk)                                                  209.33

(includes £0.13 online payment fee)  

b.  that Councillor Widdowson be requested to verify and sign bank reconciliations for September and October; and
c.  that, given the late receipt of the request and the absence of any indicative cost, no contribution be made by the Parish Council towards Christmas lights in the High Street in the current financial year.
16. LOCAL GOVERNMENT PAY CLAIM 2022/23
Councillors noted the implications for the Parish Council (as an employer) of the National Agreement for Local Authority Employees 2022/23 and endorsed the increase in pay and leave entitlement to be received  by the Parish Clerk as a consequence of the Agreement.  

17. DATE OF NEXT MEETING
It was 

RESOLVED 

that meetings of the Parish Council should take place on Monday 16th January 2023 and thereafter on 20th March and 15th May at the revised time of 7.30pm.   
(Annual Parish Meeting to commence at 7pm with suggested discussion on Village Plan).
Chairman

