
MINUTES of a meeting of GREAT PAXTON PARISH COUNCIL held in the Community Room, Great Paxton Primary School, Great Paxton on Monday 20th March 2023. 

PRESENT: Councillors P Goodyer (Vice-Chairman in the Chair), C Hall, Mrs J Peters, L Sullivan and R Widdowson
IN ATTENDANCE:  District Councillor R West and six Members of the public.
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE & DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Apologies for absence from the meeting were received on behalf of Parish Councillors W Bond, H Fieldhouse and Mrs J Jackson. 
There were no declarations of interests nor requests for dispensation. 
2. COMMENTS AND OBSERVATIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC & DISTRICT COUNCILLOR
District Councillor Richard West
Councillor West began by reporting on the progress of those planning applications in the Parish that had been outstanding for some time.  He expressed his disappointment that the Planning Service was not meeting its targets.  In response to a question, Councillor West agreed to find out why notice of a TPO had been placed on trees adjacent to the London Lane site (No.51) when the application itself had not yet been determined. [Subsequently advised that application had been approved.]
Issues discussed at the recent Huntingdon Police Engagement meeting were presented to the meeting.  As Councillor Mrs Jackson had also prepared a written report on the same meeting, it was agreed to enclose this as an annex to these Minutes.  Still on police matters, Councillor West added that he had also attended a meeting with the Police & Crime Commissioner which had referred to new government legislation on serious and violent crime across County lines, an increase in resources for Rural Crime Teams which had resulted in reduced number of incidents and an intention to increase the number of police officers in Cambridgeshire.  Lastly, Councillor West reported that he was hoping to table a motion on aircraft noise (following the extension of holding space for Luton Airport over Huntingdonshire) to the next District Council meeting on 29th March and that a Peer Challenge on the Internal Audit service was to be undertaken at the District Council on 23rd March.
The Vice-Chairman raised his concern about the deterioration of town centres referring to bank closures and empty shops and asked what the Town and District Councils were doing to prevent this trend.   In reply, Councillor West described the ‘Future of the High Street Programme’ and £9m investment planned for St Neots for instance.  Huntingdon also would receive similar resources.   This investment would help to improve the towns, create a more prosperous atmosphere and encourage well known retail stores back into the centres.
               Public Comments
Referring to Agenda Item No. 8, members of the public present expressed support for the submission of an application for County Council funding towards installation of a 20mph zone on both the High Street and estate roads in Great Paxton.   In response to a question from the Vice-Chairman, it was confirmed that the new ‘Buffer Zone’ appeared to be having a positive impact on speed of vehicles as they entered the village.  
3. COMMUNITY SHOP

Andy Wylde, Chairman of the Community Shop Committee reported that the Shop had recently been awarded a grant of £7874 towards revenue lost in 2021/22.  This contribution together with an award from the Millennium Festival had meant that the Shop should be able to continue to trade for a further 12 months.  Good news on the staffing front too.   Although the Interim Manager was due to leave in early April, Andy was hopeful that a replacement manager could be appointed shortly afterwards.  Similarly, a newly recruited Committee Member had been able to contribute new marketing ideas for the future which he was hopeful would encourage increased interest and income.   As the Shop was able to break even, it had reconsidered its financial strategy and now wanted to position itself as a Community Service.  Future grant applications would reflect this new concept and it was hoped to appoint someone who would take sole responsibility for sourcing funds on this basis.  In the meantime, cross checking of prices would continue and other opportunities to increase income explored.   Notwithstanding this renewed hope, that the Shop could continue to trade successfully, there was an acceptance that it was not a sustainable business in the long term.  Therefore, Andy asked whether the Parish Council would be in a position to offer some financial assistance going forward.  As there was no longer any immediate urgency, the Vice-Chairman suggested that this request be considered at the Annual Meeting together with any other grant requests which were usually dealt with at that time.  

4.  MINUTES
The Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 16th January 2023 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Vice-Chairman.  
5. PLANNING MATTERS – UPDATE (IF ANY) ON PROPOSED DEVELOPMENTS 
i 
Erection of dwelling with access, widening of existing access including dropped kerbs, footpath, and   demolition of outbuildings, 58 High Street: Application No 22/01426/FUL - Reported as ‘still in progress’.
            ii   Erection of a bungalow split into two properties, with a garden space, 2 car parking spaces, bin and   bike storage, Land west of The Bungalow, River Lane: Application No 22/01359/FUL - Reported as ‘still in progress’.
           iii  Demolition of existing garages (4) to be replaced with the construction of one dwelling including offstreet parking provision and outdoor amenity space, land north of 51 London Lane: Application No.  22/02302/FUL - Reported as ‘pending decision’.  [Subsequently approved by the District Council on 21st March 2023.]
          iv    Change of use of land for a wellness retreat, land adjacent 9 Church Lane: Application No. 21/02377/FUL    - Reported that the application had been withdrawn on 23rd February 2023.
            v   Construction of 4x one-bedroom maisonettes, 25 Brookside: Application No. 22/02484/FUL - Reported as ‘still in progress’.
           vi   Proposed single storey porch extension and partial conversion of double garage to form habitable space,   4 Towgood Way: Application No. 22/02425/FUL - Reported that the application was approved on 21st  February 2023.
vii Two storey side extension and single storey rear extension, 47 Rectory Close: Application No.    23/00156/HHFUL - Reported as ‘still in progress’.
         viii Proposed accommodation in outbuilding ancillary to dwelling, 22 London Lane: Application No. 23/00190/HHFUL – Reported as ‘still in progress’. 
6. GROUNDS MAINTENANCE CONTRACT

By way of a report by the Clerk (a copy of which had been circulated in advance to Councillors), the Parish Council was reminded that its Grounds Maintenance Contract was due to expire on 31st March.  Consequently, Councillors were advised of the steps taken to invite the submission, from potential contractors, of fixed price tenders for a new 3-year period commencing 1st April 2023.   Copies of tender specifications received from five companies (of seven contacted) had been circulated.  It was confirmed that Contractors had been asked to recognise the requirements of the Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 and would be reminded of their obligations in respect of wild orchids in the award of contract letter.  Having noted paragraph 11 of the Council’s Financial Regulations regarding contracts for the supply of goods and materials and, in this light, having compared the tenders received, it was 
             RESOLVED
    that, provided any adjustment to cost at the start of the second chargeable year is linked to the Consumer Price Index (CPI) at 1st March 2024 and notified to the Parish Council one month in advance of the commencement of the second and subsequent years, the Grounds Maintenance Contract for Great Paxton Parish for the period 1st April 2023 to 31st March 2026 be awarded to Buchans Landscaping & Grounds Maintenance at a cost of £4023.30 excluding VAT.
7. STREET LIGHTING REPLACEMENT
Further to discussion at the last meeting, Councillor Hall reported that, together with Councillor Mrs Jackson, he had surveyed the streetlights on the High Street in the ownership of the Parish Council and prioritised the following for replacement – nos. PC 5, 9, 13, 15,17a,18 and 21.  The Clerk also confirmed that there was an opportunity to seek grant aid from the Cambridgeshire Community Fund but that they would wish to see evidence of match-funding.  Having been reminded of the terms of the original quote from Balfour Beatty for the replacement of seven units, it was 
RESOLVED

a. that Balfour Beatty be requested to replace seven streetlight units on the High Street at a cost of £7968.24 plus VAT; and 

b. that the Clerk be requested to submit an application for grant to Cambridgeshire  Community Fund towards the replacement of the remaining lights on the High Street.  

8. CCC 20mph APPLICATION PROCESS

Having been acquainted with details of a new County Council annual programme for funding 20mph zones in Cambridgeshire and the deadline of 30th April for the submission of applications, the Parish Council
RESOLVED

that an application for a 20mph zone for both the High Street and estate roads in Great Paxton be submitted to the County Council.
9. COMMUNITY ROOM: THE WAY FORWARD?

Having been reminded of the history of the Community Room and of recent discussion on ways to enable Great Paxton residents to make greater use of it, Parish Councillors concluded that, given its location on school grounds, every day running of the Room was best left with the School itself.  Notwithstanding this decision, Councillors requested the School to advertise the availability of the Community Room and details of booking arrangements and fees etc in the ‘Paxton Post’ so that use was more inclusive, and residents were aware that it was there for them to book should they wished to do so.  The Parish Council also offered to make a modest contribution, subject to agreement, for some cosmetic improvements to make the Room more attractive to potential users.  Councillor Sullivan undertook to discuss these sentiments personally with the Head Teacher after the Clerk had conveyed this decision formally to the School.  
10. RENEWAL OF MEMBERSHIPS

      Having noted the objectives of the Campaign to Protect Rural England (CPRE) and the Great Ouse Valley   
Trust in 2023/24, the Parish Council 
      RESOLVED

    that the annual subscriptions of £36, in support of the CPRE, and £30, in support of the Great Ouse        Valley Trust, be renewed for the year commencing March 2023. 
11. ATTENDANCE AT MEETINGS

a. Community Led Housing (Cambs Acre): 19th January 

Councillor Mrs Peters reported on her participation in a recent meeting with Cambs ACRE and expressed concern at the likely implications should current planning applications from Chorus Homes be approved in the village.  She asked that a new Housing Needs Survey be undertaken by the Parish Council as it was, in her view, essential that no more agricultural land was lost to new housing.  Having been reminded that Cambs ACRE (and not the Parish Council) had conducted the original survey and that some growth was important to sustain communities, the Parish Council agreed to discuss opportunities and potential sites for development as part of their response to the District Council’s review of the Local Plan at the Annual Parish Meeting on 15th May.  

b. Huntingdon Community Policing Meeting: 6th February

A summary by Councillor Mrs Jackson on the proceedings of the latest Community Policing meeting in Huntingdon is appended to these Minutes.    
12.  UPDATES

a. Paxton Post: The Vice-Chairman congratulated Julie Stock, new Editor of the ‘Paxton Post’ on the success of her first edition and thanked her for stepping forward to volunteer for the role.  Councillors considered Julie’s request to print future copies in full colour.  Having been advised of likely cost implications of this move, the Parish Council agreed to reconsider the request at its November ‘Budget’ meeting when income achieved from new advertising would become clearer and it would be easier to assess the likely (and regular) size of the booklet going forward.  
b. Speed watch: Councillor Hall reported that the Team had not been out recently due to poor weather but that he hoped to restart the campaign in the Spring.  However, he still maintained the MVAS which continued to collect useful data.   Councillor Hall also suggested that a new solar panel for the MVAS should be the subject of a future LHI Bid.  As, the former mileage sign at The Offords end of the High Street had been decommissioned leaving an unused post, the Parish Council 
RESOLVED
that Councillor Hall be authorised to purchase a further set of brackets to enable the MVAS to be fitted with greater ease and mounted on the disused post.  

c. Bridge Foot/Cycle Path: No update
d. Recreation Ground Management Committee: In the absence of Councillor Fieldhouse, Councillor Sullivan presented a report on the activities of the Management Committee.   There were now eight members of the Committee appointed to improve the facilities available on the Recreation Ground.  Unfortunately, the Clubhouse had recently been flooded and the Committee were awaiting receipt of quotes for repairs.  Other works to the electrical system and replacement doors would be required.  These improvements offer the opportunity to refurbish the building.  An insurance claim to meet the cost of repairs would be made.   New signs were to be erected on the field to remind dog owners to clean up after their pets.  Discussions with Huntingdonshire FA were underway to improve the football pitch and its maintenance.   Rabbits were also a problem, but the Committee were liaising with Network Rail to find a way to prevent them being a continuing nuisance.  Brambles were being cleared around the edge of the site.  The Committee were also looking at whether they needed to pay business rates.  Ultimately, it was the intention to improve the Clubhouse such that it could be hired for events.  On this theme, it was hoped to hold events on the field in the summer such as a beer festival and football competition.  
e. Saxon Green:  No changes in terms of routine maintenance.  It was noted that the Annual RoSPA Inspection would take place in April.   Councillors indicated a preference for a new bench made from recycled material.  As there continued to be a problem with the flow of water through the pipe in the ditch adjacent to Saxon Green, the Clerk undertook to again draw the problem to the attention of Anglian Water.  
f. Highways, footpaths, trees etc:  It was agreed that, on behalf of the Parish Council, a thank you letter be sent to two residents who had helped clear the footpath next to the Alpaca Field and High Street.   Councillor Mrs Peters confirmed that the new dog bin would be in place shortly.  And, lastly, the Clerk undertook to chase Mr Jenson again for an explanation for the obstruction of Public Footpath No 9 by apparent works on his land. 
13.   FINANCE MATTERS 

   Having noted the bank and financial statements for the period to 28th February and the card payments since the last meeting, it was

                 RESOLVED

a. that a request from Magpas Air Ambulance for a donation be deferred for consideration at the November meeting;
b. that the following payments be approved –                                                 £
                             20th Jan: Scribe Accounts Annual Subscription                                       £414.72

30th Jan: Total Energies (Street Lighting)                                                 £60.35

Oct 22 – Jan 23: Total Energies (Street Lighting)                                     £764.08

30th Jan: Great Paxton Primary School – Community Room Hire

Jan 2022/23                                                                                                    £72

1st Feb: CGM Grounds Maintenance (Feb)                                              £260

24th February: Easiprint: Paxton Post (March/April)                             £227.12 

20th March CGM Grounds Maintenance (March)                                  £260

20th March: ICO-Data Protection Fee Renewal                                      £40

Parish Clerk – Quarterly Wky At Home                                                     £97

Parish Clerk – Salary from 20th January to 17th March                        £747.04

2023 (9 weeks)    

HMRC (PAYE – Parish Clerk)                                                                        £186.91

(includes £0.11 online payment fee)  

c.  that the bank reconciliations for November, December, January and February be confirmed and signed by Councillor Widdowson.
14.    DATE OF NEXT MEETING
Next Meeting – Monday 15th May 2023 at 7.00pm for the Annual Parish Meeting to be followed by Annual Council at 7.30pm or on the rising of the former. 

Subject for discussion, Community Led Plan for Great Paxton













Chairman

